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For more than thirty years the Monks of New Skete have been among America's most trusted

authorities on dog training, canine behavior, and the animal/human bond. In their two now-classic

bestsellers, How to be Your Dog's Best Friend and THE ART OF RAISING A PUPPY, the Monks

draw on their experience as long-time breeders of German shepherds and as trainers of dogs of all

breeds to provide--brilliantly distilled--the indispensable information and advice that every dog owner

needs. This new edition of THE ART OF RAISING A PUPPY features new photographs throughout,

along with updated chapters on play, crating, adopting dogs from shelters and rescue organizations,

raising dogs in an urban environment, and the latest developments in canine health and canine

behavioral theory. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.
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When someone walks in to the dog training center I work at and says I'm reading this great book by

the Monks of New Skete, I pause and then find some tactful way to say, remember, if something

seems like it might not be right for you and your dog, it isn't right for you and your dog. Then an

instructor who also is very involved in "black-spotted dog" rescue will walk by and say "Whatever

you do, promise me you'll never do an alpha roll. You wouldn't believe how many dogs I see

because of the alpha roll."The alpha roll is a technique espoused by the Monks, although I hear the

main author of these books no longer recommonds the roll. It is to teach the dog that you are

dominant. Basically you roll the dog over and hold it on its back until it quits struggling. Problem is

instead of learning that you are dominant, many dogs learn that you are scary. And a fearful dog

can grow up to become an aggressive dog. If you want to read a harrowing tale about what the



alpha roll can do to a dog, pick up Patricia McConnell's The Other End of the Leash.Some of this

book is helpful. I particularly like the interview with Maurice Sendak (whose dogs have clearly

unlearned some of the Monks' training.) The food/potty training schedule is very helpful. That's what

people rave about when they come into the center. Up to about chapter 11, I don't see anything

majorly wrong with the book. The chapters on early development and socialization provide a lot of

useful information. If the "Who should have a dog" chapter persuades one person that they aren't

ready to provide the environment needed for the type of dog they are thinking about, I have to

applaud it.But, their main methods of training don't feel right to me. Enough said already about the

alpha roll. No food?

In July 1997 I wrote the following review for this book in our breed club magazine. It is probably

worth repeating it. My thoughts have not changed.Some books are more special to me than others.

On my shelves I have many books on dog behaviour, obedience, psychology etc. but there is one

that stands head and shoulders above the rest when it comes right down to the nitty gritty of raising

puppies, and that is the most sensitive of books, "The Art of Raising a Puppy".Back in 1978 The

Monks of New Skete published a book entitled "How to be Your Dog's Best Friend" and told how the

Monks obtained their first German shepherd in 1966 and how "Training dogs grew organically out of

our experiences with our own dogs". Their careful breeding and training of their German shepherds

and the training of visiting dogs became the means of financing the running of their community.

"The Art of Raising a Puppy, published in 1991 is a quantum leap forward in sensitivity; I loved it

from the moment I read the first few pages and was gently lead through Anka's gentle birthing of her

puppies. It matters not a jot that these are all German Shepherds; we can easily relate everything to

our Rhodesian Ridgebacks. The affinity these monks have developed with their dogs almost sends

a shiver down one's spine. As I read on I felt myself agreeing wholeheartedly with what they were

saying...and wishing that I could have been the one to say it! They have managed to convey all the

minutiae of canine behaviour that only constant and vigilant observation teaches and then convey it

to the reader.
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